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Jia Qingguo, Professor at Peking University, claims that the sanctions imposed on North Korea
have failed to achieve the goal and the rising tension between the U.S. and China and the Russia-
Ukraine war would continue to make it difficult to resume the denuclearization process of North
Korea. Dr. Jia argues that Beijing will highly likely not cooperate with Washington, given that the
Biden administration maintains its policy to isolate and contain China. He emphasizes that as long
as the two great powers remain divided in their approach to North Korea, any kind of Seoul’s effort
to address the North Korea problem will not likely be effective.

I. Prospects for Denuclearization and Peace on the Korean Peninsula

Dr. Jia mentions that the previous international sanctions imposed against North Korea
have not managed to accomplish, and the increasing tension between the United States
and China, and the Russia-Ukraine war in progress make it harder to solve the
denuclearization issue. China and Russia now publicly urge the international community
to “consider North Korea’s legitimate concerns and lift some sanctions.”

As China and Russia close cooperate in addressing the North Korean nuclear crisis, North
Korea assumes “the two countries are likely to resist additional sanctions against North
Korea even in the extreme circumstances.” He predicts that “the chance for North Korea
to denuclearize is likely to decrease even further” as North Korea has toughened its
position toward the U.S., resumed missile tests in recent months, and is actively preparing
for another nuclear test.

. Global Security Situation and Its Impact on the North Korean Nuclear Crisis

Dr. Jia stresses that the “international community security situation is likely to make
enforcement of the non-proliferation regime even more difficult that the Russia-Ukraine
war will continue to distract attention from the non-proliferation issue.”
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e The conflict between China and the U.S. is intensifying. Dr. Jia comments that “as the
U.S. tries to rally allies to contain China and take China’s stake out of the existing
international order, China is quickly losing its interest in helping maintain the order that
only benefits the U.S.,” which means it is almost impossible for the two countries to work
together to persuade North Korea to stop its nuclear programs.

e He criticizes the idea that “closer cooperation between the U.S., Japan, and South Korea
could tackle the North Korean nuclear issue is ill-founded... that North Korea would not
enter any agreement without China’s endorsement and reassurance.”

III. U.S-China Competition over Nuclear North Korea

e Dr. Jia highlights the importance of the role China could take on North Korea given the
capabilities and geopolitical proximity, and mentions that “as long as China and the U.S.
remain at the cross with each other and remain divided with their approach to North
Korea, there is not much South Korea can do to persuade North Korea to give up its
nuclear weapons.”

e He suggests two things that should be done to alleviate the situation: (1) The U.S. should
abandon the policy of confrontation with China and cooperate where the interests of the
two countries overlap; and (2) the U.S. should stop meddling with the Taiwan issue and
let China continue to have huge stakes in the current international order.

e He dissuades that there’s not much to expect in the near future as the U.S midterm
election is going to take place, and it is hard to stabilize the U.S.-China relationship. On
that basis, Dr. Jia predicts that “it is nearly impossible to denuclearize North Korea in
the foreseeable future.”

% Please cite accordingly when referencing this source.
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IV. Biography

Jia Qingguo_ JIA Qingguo, Member of the Standing Committee of the 11th,12th, 13 th
National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), and
has been elected in March 2013 as a member of the Committee of Foreign Affairs of the 13th
CPPCC. Member of the Standing Committee of the Central Committee of China Democratic
League and the Director of its Education Committee. He acquired his PhD at the Department
of Government, Cornell University. He is a professor and doctoral supervisor, and the former
Dean of the School of International Studies at Peking University. He is the Director of the
Institute for Global Cooperation and Understanding (iIGCU) of Peking University, Vice
Chairman of the Beijing Municipal Committee, Director of the Research Center for
International Economic Strategy of China, a member of the Academic Evaluation Committee
of the China Foundation for International and Strategic Studies, a member of the Academic
Committee of Quarterly Journal of International Politics of Tsinghua University, as well as an
adjunct professor at Nankai University and Tongji University. JIA is also a senior researcher
of Hong Kong and Macao Research Institute under the Development Research Center of the
State Council. His researches mainly focus on international politics, China-U.S. relations,
China’s diplomacy, cross-Strait relations, China’s rise and the adjustment of China’s
diplomacy. His major publications include: China’s Diplomacy in the 21st Century;
Unrealized Reconciliation: China-U.S. Relations in the Early Cold War; Intractable
Cooperation: Sino-U.S. Relations After the Cold War.
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