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Seeking Major Power Solidarity at the G20

Sook Jong Lee

East Asia Institute & Sungkyunkwan University

The G20 summit in Hamburg is a timely
venue for major country leaders to show their
commitment to the liberal international order.
Following the global disturbance caused by
Brexit, U.S. President Donald J. Trump’s
“America First” foreign policy has the
potential to weaken global governance.
Trump’s revival of protectionist trade
measures, reduced willingness to support
collective security, and decision to withdraw
the United States from the Paris Agreement
on climate are threatening the open and
liberal order. Now is the time for other major
countries to provide additional leadership in
response to numerous transnational
challenges, including peace and security,
terrorism, refugees, and environmental
problems.

Against this backdrop, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel is committed to
seizing the opportunity by hosting the summit,
with hopes to strengthen the world economy
and enhance its stability and resilience
through multilateral cooperation. The fifteen
agenda items that fall under the broader goals
of building a resilient economy, improving
sustainability, and assuming responsibility for
physical and human security are all worthy of
serious attention and require collective effort
to make meaningful progress. Chinese
President Xi Jinping is expected to assume a
greater role by filling the gap left by U.S.

retrenchment. French President Emmanuel
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Macron will likely bring a spirit of liberal
progressivism aligned with the current G20
goal of promoting inclusive and sustainable
growth. For this summit to prove successful, it
is crucial for leaders to demonstrate their
solidarity and willingness to combat economic
and sociopolitical threats together. At the
same time, leaders should develop resilient,
cooperative frameworks that can provide
members with greater flexibility when
weighing domestic policy options.

With seven Asian countries in the G20,
China, India, and Japan are expected to
increase their roles by assuming
responsibilities in line with their respective
comparative advantages. Middle powers like
South Korea and Indonesia can also promote
G20 goals by incorporating them into their
regional multilateral initiatives. Asian
countries have been relatively insulated from
the rise of extreme populism and believe that
their futures lie in a more open and
interconnected world. Asian members should
contribute more to the G20 to further
strengthen the forum.

The G20 was created to make economic
global governance more democratic and
effective. Major states should now assume
more responsibility in making the world safer,
as well as more economically inclusive and
politically harmonious. Each member country
must remember that they owe their power and

international standing not only to national



“Since no

single country
can replace the
united States,
which has
provided public
goods for the last
quarter century,
all G20 members
should assume
their share of the
responsibility to
manage global
challenges.”

achievements, but to the global community as
a whole. Since no single country can replace
the United States, which has provided public
goods for the last quarter century, all G20
members should assume their share of the

responsibility to manage global challenges.
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