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Kudo is the founder and representative of the Genron NPO. He established a private-sector
channel of dialogue (“Tokyo-Beijing Forum”’) between Japan and China in 2005. In 2012, he
was elected as the Japanese delegate of the CoC (Council of Councils), an international
initiative of the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR).In 2012, he assumed the post of editor in
chief of an online interactive web magazine, "Discuss Japan--Japan Foreign Policy Forum".
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First of all, let me avail this opportunity to thank you all for your participation and support for this
Japan-Korea Future Dialogue. The challenges that the international community and Asia are facing
have now reached the point where the inter-governmental dialogues alone do not suffice to solve
them. Under such circumstances, the relevant parties to the raised issues should foster the discussion
and this movement should be endorsed by the public opinion. In other words, the public or the civil
force is indeed necessary for diplomacy. To this end, the Genron NPO has jointly initiated this
dialogue between Japan and Korea, after having established a channel of dialogue between Japan and
China. We want to overcome the lack of distrust and understanding about each other and to prevent
the situation from exacerbating by introducing the strength of debate. We want to open the discussion
as much as possible and base the discussion on our joint public opinion poll to understand where the
general acknowledgement of Japan and Korea lies. This is our very first dialogue of such innovative
nature. We will begin the dialogue for the future of Japan and Korea with the support of citizens and
intellectuals.
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Professor Lee served as the President of the Korean Association on Contemporary Japanese
Studies and a member of the Consultation Committee for National Security Advisor to
President. She is a member of the Presidential Committee on Local Administration Reform and
the Research Council on a New Era for Korea and Japan. She has participated in many bilateral
and trilateral forums and dialogues among Korea, China, and Japan. She is also a professor at
the SungKyunKwan University.
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Over the past decades, South Korea and Japan have repeatedly witnessed the cycle of
improvement and aggravation in their bilateral relationship.

Hopeful declarations from their respective political leaders that emphasize the need for
future-oriented cooperative partnership have been followed by the rise of public
resentment rooted on the historical and territorial disputes. With memories from the
unfortunate past are thinly shared and socio-economic domestic problems are mounting,
delicate Korea-Japan relationship has been mismanaged lately and increasingly drifting
away from the major policy agenda of both countries.

Concerned opinion leaders have been calling for some civil society initiatives that can

reduce wide perception gaps between Korea and Japan and promote more effective ways
to build stable cooperative partnership.
The Japan-Korea Future Dialogue aims at opening a new venue for leaders and citizens of
Korea and Japan to engage in free discussions and creative imagination for the betterment
of their bilateral relations that can be bridged to the construction of community in East
Asia. T hope this forum can develop into a people-to-people public diplomacy venue and
help both Korea and Japan take a progressive step toward a new cooperative era.
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Japanese not-for-profit organisation, the Genron NPO and Korean think tank, the East Asia Institute (EAI) have agreed to launch a platform of publicly-led discussion
between Japan and Korea in May 2013. While the relationship between Japan and Korea is deteriorating and the public sentiment against each other is escalating, we
named this event the “Japan-Korea Future Dialogue” in the aim to lead a constructive and forward looking dialogue about the issues arising between the two countries.
This dialogue takes a direct approach towards the challenges of Japan and Korea, and involves the younger generation of the two countries. Such stance allows for not
only the solution for the issues at hand, but also the path for development of the relationship through deeper understanding about each other. As this is neither an
ostensible event of friendship nor a closed meeting among experts, public opinion in the two countries is to be incorporated in the discussion. The participating
panelists will lead a candid discussion to tackle the disparities between understandings about each other and to foster the mutual understanding based on the
Japan-Korea Joint Public Opinion Poll which analysed perceptions of Japanese and Korean public about each other.
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The Genron NPO and the East Asia Institute have conducted a joint Japan-Korea public opinion poll for the duration between March and April 2013. This poll
aims to reveal the recognition disparities between the Japanese and Korean publics in order to facilitate the mutual understandings about each other.

The poll result has highlighted the fact that the relationship between Japan and Korea and the general impression of each other have deteriorated. In recent years
developing cultural interactions between Japan and Korea and the technological improvements have allowed for wider access to information about each other.
And yet, the public opinion poll has exposed a lack of mutual understanding about each other and the difference in views about how the Japan-Korea
relationship should function within the East Asian region.
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Ogura joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan in 1962 after graduating

from the Faculty of Law, University of Tokyo. He served as the Ambassador to

South Korea since1997. Following his retirement of the office, he was appointed

as President of the Japan Foundation where he now serves as Advisor. He also

holds posts of Visiting Professor of the Ritsumeikan University and Secretary

General of the Tokyo 2020 Bid Committee since 2011.
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The words representing the relationship between Japan and Korea have shifted hand in
hand with the societal change, from “close yet far”, “future-oriented” to “the Korean
boom”. However when it comes to the issues of historical acknowledgement or the
territorial disputes, not much has changed since before; the precarious reality of
heatedness still remains. We all wonder what has and has not changed between the
peoples of Japan and Korea in tandem with history, and what can be done for the better
future. I hope to contribute towards the discussion from the standpoint of citizens rather
than of a nation.
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Tae-sik Lee became South Korean Ambassador to the United States in
2005. Lee served in various locations around the globe including Liberia,
the Philippines, Austria, Yugoslavia and the EU, among others. He has held
several senior level positions throughout the Korean government, including
Director-General of the International Trade Bureau at Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Deputy Executive Director of Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization.
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Since the end of the Cold War, globalization, democratization, and IT revolution have changed the
world dramatically. These mega trends have greatly empowered non-state actors and the role of civil
society in the field of public diplomacy needs more attention than ever before.

In this regard, I highly value the Korea-Japan Future Dialogue where leading citizens from South
Korea and Japan with various backgrounds foregather and share ideas to seek the role of civil societies
in developing the Korea-Japan relations. Despite the long history of strained relationships, the
cooperative ties between the two countries have undoubtedly become irreversible since the
normalization of relationship in 1965. As leading powers in East Asia, the two countries have much to
contribute in dealing with regional and global issues such as North Korean nuclear crisis, terrorism,
maritime safety and security, global economic disturbance, poverty, and environmental crisis. I hope
this forum would further advance a new Korea-Japan era in the 21st century.
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Senior News Editor of International News Department of the Japan Broadcasting Corporation
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Councilor of the Japan-KoreaCultural Foundation, Director of Tokyo International Women's Film Festival
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Former Japanese Ambassador to South Korea, Advisor to the Japan Foundation
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Member of the House of Councillors (LDP), Former Minister for Foreign Affairs
Tk 4835, Yasushi Kudo
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Representative of the Genron NPO
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Member of the House of Representatives (DPJ), Former Parliamentary Senior Vice-Minister of Defense
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President of Japan National Tourism Organization
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Director and Executive Vice President, Mori Building, Co., Ltd.
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Member of the House of Representatives (LDP), Former State Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry
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Member of the National Assembly (Saenuri Party)

F L« NF 3, Hye Kyoung Kim

1/ €7 > LERIKE
Senior Vice President of INNOCEAN

Y « 92F 3 Young Kyo Seo
REFERERES

Member of the National Assembly (Democratic United Party)
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Professor and Dean of the Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University
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Member of the National Assembly (Saenuri Party)
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News commentator, KBS
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